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The Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

“The Lord God is my help, therefore I am not disgraced.”
— Isaiah 50:7
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Dear Friends in Christ:
We have moved past our study of the Bread of Life Discourse 

(John's gospel, chapter six) for five weeks, but the Holy Spirit 
compels me to address a few things that I have noticed in the last 
two months at Mass. I would normally address these topics in a 
homily, but since we alternate the homily schedule at St. Alphonsus, 
I didn't have that ability in the two weeks that I was able to preach 
about the Bread of Life.

The first topic is our response when we come up to receive 
Holy Communion. The proper response is an audible "AMEN." 
Sometimes, people don't say anything at all. And when that 
happens, I am tempted to simply pull the host away from them until 
they say, "AMEN." The word Amen means several things: yes, I 
believe, so be it. When we leave the pew and move forward in the 
Communion line, we should be thinking about how God so loves 
us that He chooses to meet us in the most intimate way possible at 
the base of the altar. And if you are in the proper mindset, and in the 
state of grace to receive such an intimate gift, then your response at 
the words, "The Body of Christ" and/or "The Blood of Christ" such 
be an overwhelming "AMEN." When we don't even say that word, 
it says a lot about where our mind might be during Mass, or what 
we may not even believe to be true to begin with. Saying "Amen" 
at Communion is a public declaration of faith--it is our altar call 
each week in the Catholic church, along with professing the creed 
together as a group.

The second topic that I would like to address regards reception 
of Communion when you are holding a child. Reaching out with 
one hand to receive Communion and popping it into your mouth like 
it is popcorn or trail mix is not reverent, nor proper. There is also 
the high possibility that you might drop the Eucharist since you are 
not using both hands. If you are coming up to receive Communion 
and you are carrying a child, please receive Communion on the 
tongue. That way, we do not have to worry about the Eucharist 
falling to the floor. Dear friends, for 60 years, we have been taught 
overwhelmingly about receiving Communion in the hand, but in 
most countries of the world, this is not the norm. We [in America] 
love to pride ourselves on being different, progressive and "cutting 
edge" with many things; but in my humble opinion, Communion in 
the hand can be very irreverent and casual in our day and time, and 
we wonder why so many people don't believe that the Eucharist 
is the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Christ! Well, the way 
that we receive Communion says a lot about what we believe, and 
those who witness what we do over time are influenced in their 
belief, too... Especially our children! If I were carrying a child, I 
would not want any possibility of dropping the child because I'd 
love that child and would not want to harm them. But what about 
the Eucharist? Would I really want to entertain the possibility of 
dropping the Eucharist, either? It is very simple to open your mouth 
and allow the Communion minister to put the host on your tongue. 

Fr. Jason's Wishful Thinking:
The Most Important Word 
That You Can Say at Mass
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MASS SCHEDULE
Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil 4:00 PM
Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 12:00 PM

Live Stream
Sunday 10:00 AM on Facebook & YouTube

Daily Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:30 AM
Novena on Tuesday 8:30 AM
Communion Service on Wednesdays at 8:30 AM

Holy Day Masses 
As Announced

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
For children kindergarten through second grade.

SACRAMENTS & RESOURCES
Baptism
Contact Margaret Garza at the Parish Office in the 
early months of pregnancy for dates and preparation 
requirements.

Reconciliation
Saturday 3:00 PM and by appointment

Christian Initiation of Adults
If interested in becoming Catholic and want more 
information on the process, call the Formation Office at 
225-261-4644.

Marriage
Contact Sara Puissegur at the Parish Office six months 
to one year prior to projected wedding date for 
information concerning preparation programs.

Anointing of the Sick
You can receive this sacrament during a serious illness, 
before a major surgery, or for spiritual and mental 
healing. Contact the Parish Office for more information. 

Funerals
Contact Margaret Garza at the Parish Office for 
arrangement information.

Formed
Go to formed.org, find St. Alphonsus Liguori Parish, and 
enjoy access to this free online Catholic gateway. 

Prayer Line
Beverly Heil 225-772-4278  
Gloria Jones 225-337-8929

If you come to me in the Communion line and you are carrying 
a child, please know that from this point forward, I will insist on 
putting the host on your tongue. The same principle will apply if you 
are walking with a cane, or you are wearing a cast on your hand, etc. 
It is safer for you and most reverent for Christ that you receive on 
the tongue if you are hindered from fully controlling the actions of 
both of your hands.

Finally, I want to address something that I have needed to do 
EVERY week since being at St. Alphonsus... And that is having to 
interrupt the Communion line to chase people down and confront 
them about consuming the host that I have given them. If you receive 
the Blessed Sacrament in your hand, take one small step to the side 
and place the host into your mouth immediately. DO NOT walk 
away with the Blessed Sacrament, or take five or six steps before 
you decide to place it in your mouth.  You will look suspicious to me 
and I will stop and follow you, to make sure that you received the 
Blessed Sacrament. For those of you who feel so compelled to bring 
Communion to the back of church, this is not proper either... It is the 
responsibility of the trained and appointed Eucharistic ministers to 
bring Communion to those who cannot come forward.

Dear friends, we live in a day and a time when people come to a 
Catholic church and wish to smuggle the Eucharist away for satanic 
rituals and desecration, or people come up and they are unfamiliar 
with Communion and the beliefs of our church, and they simply 
receive the host and walk away with it. And when the church is 
being cleaned, we find hosts tucked away in the missal holders 
and in the pews. Frankly, many of us priests are getting tired of 
having to protect the Blessed Sacrament from these abuses.

I want everyone reading my article this week to sincerely ask 
yourself, "Am I receiving Communion reverently? Am I guilty 
of one or more of the things that Fr. Jason brings up?" If you are 
a parent or a grandparent, when was the last time that you had a 
family conversation about the proper way to receive Communion 
with your children? Let's all work together to make Communion a 
more reverent time during Mass.

As your priest, can I hear an "AMEN?”
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Flowers for the Church
Want to place flowers in the church in memory/honor of a loved 

one? Contact Margaret at 225-261-4650 to schedule a weekend.

Featured Saints of the Week
St. Joseph of Cupertino (1603-1663)   
Feast Day: September 18

Joseph’s early life was less than ideal. 
While he was being born in a shed 
behind their family home, the home 
was being foreclosed upon and their 
personal belongings were being sold by 
the authorities.

He was known as being a slow learner 
and rather absent-minded; his bad temper made him even less 
popular. His mother considered him a nuisance and treated 
him harshly.

At the age of 18, his mother arranged for him a job at the 
Conventual Franciscan monastery. He was given a friar’s habit 
and put to work as a horse groomer. While having to be with 
the horses for long periods, Joseph began to change, growing 
in humility and gentleness. He began to excel at his work, 
praying more and doing more voluntary acts of penance.

He was finally allowed to enter the Franciscan order to study 
for the priesthood. He still had major problems with book 
learning, but with accommodation he passed the test. He was 
first ordained as a deacon, and then a priest. Joseph endured 
many severe trials and terrible temptations throughout his life, 
but his faith never wavered.

Now, the Holy Spirit began to work many amazing miracles 
through Joseph. His congregation reported him levitating 
while praying or even while offering Mass. He often went 
into ecstasy and would be totally focused while talking with 
God. He developed a deep-seeded love for both God and the 
Blessed Mother.

His levitations were seen by some as a form of witchcraft.  
He was called to appear before the Inquisition in Naples. He 
was examined by two different panels without any evidence 
for conviction. Joseph was then relegated to be confined and 
kept in seclusion. This lasted for 25 years. Still in seclusion, he 
died on September 18, 1663, at the age of 60.

Readings for the Week - Sept. 15-22
Sunday: Is 50:5-9a; Ps 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; Jas 2:14-18; 
 Mk 8:27-35
Monday: 1 Cor 11:17-26, 33; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17; Lk 7:1-10
Tuesday: 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Lk 7:11-17
Wednesday: 1 Cor 12:31-13:13; Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 12 and 22; Lk 7:31-35
Thursday: 1 Cor 15:1-11; Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28; Lk 7:36-50
Friday: 1 Cor 15:12-20; Ps 17:1bcd, 6-7, 8b and 15; Lk 8:1-3
Saturday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Mt 9:9-13
Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20; Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6 and 8; Jas 3:16-4:3; 
  Mk 9:30-37

WORSHIPPARISH WEEKLY CALENDAR:
SEPTEMBER 14-22, 2024

Saturday 9:30 AM  Corpus Christi Prayer - St. Luke
  4:00 PM  Fr. Jason's Installation Mass

Sunday        The 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
  8 AM, 10 AM & 12 PM Masses 
  10:00 AM Cub Scout Religious Awards 
  10:00 AM Children's Liturgy - S.F.
  12:00 PM Confirmation Yr. 2 - Church
  4:00 PM  Middle School Youth Night
  6:30 PM  High School Youth Night

Monday           8:30 AM  Daily Mass
  9:00 AM  Genesis to James Study - S.F.C 
  5:30 PM  Festival Committee - S.G. 
  6:30 PM  Scouts - PAC St. Matthew 
  6:30 PM  Cub Scouts - PAC St. Rms. 

Tuesday           8:30 AM  Daily Mass & Novena
  9:00 AM  Epic Bible Study - S.C. 
  10:00 AM SAS Finance Comm. - S.G. 
  6:00 PM  Women of Faith Retreat Team - 
     St. Mark
  6:30 PM  Women of Faith - St. Mark
  6:30 PM  Grief Support - S.C. 
  6:30 PM  Men's Scripture - C.R.
  6:30 PM  School Board - S.G. 

Wednesday 8:30 AM  Communion Service
  9:00 AM  Revelation Study - S.G. 
  9:00 AM  Peter Bible Study - S.C. 
  11:00 AM Bible & Sacraments Study - S.G. 
  5:30 PM  Bell Choir - C.R. 
  6:00 PM  Romans Bible Study - S.G.
  6:00 PM  Mary Bible Study - S.C. 
  6:30 PM  King’s Men - K.C. Hall 
  6:30 PM  Auction Comm. - St. Matthew
  7:00 PM  Chancel Choir - C.R.

Thursday 8:30 AM  Mass & Respect Life Rosary
  10:00 AM Psalms Bible Study - S.C. 
  11:00 AM Matthew Bible Study - S.G. 
  6:00 PM  OCIA  Inquiry - S.F. 
  6:30 PM  What We Believe Study- S.G. 
  6:30 PM  Family Catechesis Parents - PAC

Friday           8:30 AM  School Mass
  6:00 PM  Cub Scouts Movie Night - E.H.

Saturday 4:00 PM  Vigil Mass
  Holy Land Gifts for Sale - G.S.

Sunday        The 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
  8 AM, 10 AM & 12 PM Masses 
  Coffee & Donuts after 8 & 10 AM Masses - S.F.
  Holy Land Gifts for Sale - G.S.
  10:00 AM Children's Liturgy - S.F.
  10:30 AM Learning Group & RCIC - SAS 
     Classrooms
  1:00 PM  Scouts Court of Honor - E.H.
  4:00 PM  Middle School Youth Night
  5:30 PM  Theology on Tap - PAC
  6:30 PM  High School Youth Night
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FORMATION

Pray for the Sick
Please note: Names are removed after eight weeks.
J.E. Smith, Jeanette Felps, Al Felps, Kevin Nicosia, David 
Lonibos, Joy Lonibos, Glenda Bringol, Jill Bueche, Jan 
Bankston, Harrison Simpson, Cathey Chustz, John Nicosia, 
Homer Brown, Vance & Olivia Thomas, Matthew Chambers, 
Ryan Babin, Andy Juneau, Wallace Aymond, Jackson Holley, 
Jan Cobb, Rita Neck, Pat Matthews, Sharon Leod, Jaycee 
Richard, Gary Saucier, Alexander Landry, Sally Stears, 
Monica Kelly, Devin Mounce, Chris Bringol, Daniel Guerin, 
Datz Family, Schittone Family, Catherine Willis, Lynette 
Shaffett, Larry Bueche, Ashley Smith, Chris Dickerson, Jackie 
Scardina, Fisk Morris, Mollea Hood, Michael Morales, Theresa 
Ognibene, John Larkin, Briggs Elliser, Anita Bueche, Jamie 
Samson, Kathy Madere, Krystal Feltman, Melanie Way, Sandy 
Dares, Ashlynn Ferguson, Carolyn Rogillio, Patsy York, Angie 
Welsh, Kenny Miller, Lynette Lemoine, Chris Hobkirk, Patrick 
Bourgeois, Holly Hart, Jeff Ferguson, Nicholas LaCroix, Patsy 
Sagona, Dammers Family, Debbie Mouton, Marion Robillard, 
Ron Dodson, Stevie Calverley, Luke Allen, Blanche Hoover, 
Marlene Ortego, Gwen Moore, Claudia Mouton, Jackie Pina, 
Ashley Nix, Kelli Campo LaCroix, Donna Hebert, Bill Witt, 
Priscilla Perez, Charlotte St. Romain, Brenda Lovett, Jerry 
Davidson, Roxie Lippert, Lucky Ross, Melise Efferson, Angelo 
Silvio, Christopher Silvio, Mike Nicosia, Bo & Vicki Jameison, 
Cheryl Couvillion Howard, Buster Couvillion, Mike Richard, 
A.J. Aymond, Mona Miller, Adrian Coleman, Nettie Scardina, 
Jennifer McMillan, Jason Lasseigne, Feltus Templet, Josephine 
“Phine” Bravata, Ronnie Freeman

Confirmation Meeting
Year 2 Session 1 will be on Sunday, September 15, 2024, 

beginning at the noon Mass. Candidate and their sponsors are 
asked to attend. We will begin our session with celebration of 12:00 
Mass. Lunch will be provided for the candidates and sponsors.  
Candidates will be dismissed at 3:30 PM. 

Family Catechesis
Family Catechesis begins Wed., October 2, 2024 for K – 6th grade  

students, and Wed., October 16, 2024 for 7th-11th grade students.

Mandatory Parent Meeting
Family Catechesis K-11th Parent Meeting 
Thursday, September 19, 2024, at 6:30 PM in Emmanuel Hall

OUTREACH
Rest in Peace

Janis Olivier 
Jocelyn Clare Gerard - Mother of Lisa (Ronnie) Deaton.

Serving Our Country 
If you know someone serving in the military, please call the 

Church Office at 261-4650, and let us know their information.
ARMY: Major Chad A. Alford, Warrant Officer Jody K. Hunt, 
Capt. Brian C. Greco, Sergeant Charles N. Garner, Lt. Col. Keith 
Madere, Brian D. Duvic, Chief Warrant Officer Ryan Martin, PFC 
Jacob Fontenot, SPC Kory A. Nijoka, SPC Quillan McMillan, 
SPC Nathan Casselberry
LA NATIONAL GUARD: Captain Jacob Haynes, PVT Joshua T. 
Marchand, Leah Gil
AIR FORCE: Senior Airman Madison T. Polk, SSgt. Kristin A. 
Nijoka, Capt. Kyle Holifield, Major Vincent "Trey" Levraea, SSG 
Daniel Carter, TSgt. Danny Hausse
NAVY: Com. Glenn P. Lumpkin, Jr., Chad Domm, AD3 Tyler Comeaux, 
MMA3 Daniel Wesley, GM3 (SW/AW) Seth Minard, Seaman E4 3rd 
Class PE Evan Hayes, HM3 Bret Burns, HN2 Jacques Bourgeois
U.S. MARINE CORPS: Major Blaine Ballard, Tyler Datz, Eric 
Vlahos, Lance Corp. Mahala Hausse, Lance Corporal Kristian Morris
U.S. COAST GUARD: EM2 Dylan Lirette, EM4 Kobe Naquin

Holy Land Gifts - Sept. 21-22 
Holy Land Gifts will be visiting our Parish on Sept. 21-22 to sell 

their olive wood gifts to help relieve the dire Christian situation in 
the Holy Land. Olive wood carvings are made in home workshops 
by Catholic families in the city of Bethlehem who rely on their 
sales to pilgrims and tourists as their main source of income.

The recent war halted tourism to the Holy Land, all souvenir 
shops and Hotels are now closed resulting in 70% unemployment 
among the carvers. The Catholics of the Holy Land ask for the 
support of your prayers and the purchase of these handcrafted 
artworks. Proceeds from sales generate much-needed employment 
opportunities and monetary funds for 600 Catholic families in 
Bethlehem. Cards, cash and apple pay will be accepted. Please 
consider these Gifts for your family, friends, and yourself and be 
as generous as God is to you.

Martha's Meals of Mercy
Martha’s Meals of Mercy will bring meals to parishioners that 

are just coming home from the hospital, have just had a new baby, 
or are going through a traumatic time. The meals will be delivered 
for a short time- 2-3 times a week for 2-3 weeks. If you or someone 
you know could benefit from this ministry OR if you would like 
to be a Martha and provide meals, please notify the parish office 
at 225-261-4650. A representative of the ministry will call back 
and get information such as the number of people in the family, 
food allergies, likes and dislikes. Those receiving the meals will be 
asked to place a cooler at their door where the food will be placed 
at a specific day and time. That way they will not be disturbed. 

Veterans 
If you served in the United States Armed Forces, we invite you 

to our annual Veterans Day Mass on Sunday, Nov. 10 at 10 AM.
If you are a veteran and interested in having an active role in the Mass 

by reading, carrying your military branch or organization’s flag, leading 
the pledge, or some other role, please email donna@alphonsus.org, call 
the church office at 225-261-4650, or sign up through the Google form 
on our website: https://forms.gle/d1wjb5BXdYsZLHNj9.
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The King's Men's--That Man is You
ATTENTION MEN OF ST. ALPHONSUS 
Are you looking to deepen your 

relationship with God? Be a better 
husband? Become a more loving 
father? Build friendships with other 
like-minded men? And seek to be 
the best man you can be? 

Then Come Join… That Man is You! 
Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8:00 PM at the K.C. Hall 
Attendance is free, and dinner is provided.
Contact Info: Mark Dugar, 225-772-3834

Expectant Parents
If you or someone you know is expecting, call the Church Office 

and let us know their names and their baby's due date.  

COMMUNITY LIFE

Confirmation Registration
Registration for the Sacrament of Confirmation is open now for  

10-11th Grade students. Forms may be found on the parish website 
www.alphonsus.org or in the back of church, the parish office or Faith 
Formation Office. Year 2 Candidates remember Sponsors are required 
to attend all meetings in your second year. Sponsor Forms and other 
Confirmation forms can be found on the parish website alphonsus.org. 
If you have any questions, please contact the Faith Formation Office.

Confirmation Year 1
Year 1 Confirmation Candidates should have received a packet with 

information about the upcoming Mandatory over Night Retreat on 
September 28-29, 2024. If you have not received this packet, please 
contact the Faith Formation Office. Candidates will meet at 8 AM in 
the St. Alphonsus Multi-purpose building behind the Family Center 
they will depart and travel via bus to the Feliciana Retreat Center in 
Norwood, LA. 

Unexpected benefits of Bible Study groups
1. Bible Study groups follow Jesus’ example. This is called the 

Discipleship model. Acts 2/42 tells us that first generation believers 
met in home and “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
to fellowship.”

2. Accountability, we all have good intentions to stick with Bible 
study plans at home, yet distractions provide one reason after 
another to postpone or stop. Group members help to encourage 
and motivate each other.

3. Sometimes life is difficult. We can begin to think no one cares 
or understands what we are going through. Group members are 
there to listen and offer friendship and prayer.

4. By growing in understanding and knowledge of God, we can 
grow in love for one another and serve the body of Christ which 
will grow community.

5. A Bible Study group can be a place to transform our families, 
workplace and community. 

Bible Studies begin in September. Consider signing up for one. 
Studies, times and locations can be found on the Church website 
www.alphonsus.org.

Kids in Ministry
Kids in Ministry offers a great experience for families with 

young children from toddler to 5th grade
Mark your calendars to attend:

Fall Fest
Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024
Christmas Party
Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024
Spring Eggstravaganza
Sunday, April 13, 2025

Help is needed to make these events a success, please contact 
the Faith Formation Office at 261-4644 for more information. 
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ADMINISTRATION
Gifts of Stewardship

For August 29-September 1, 2024, your Stewardship resulted in:
Weekly Collection
Envelopes    $  14,208.50
Unidentified    $    2,369.00
Parish Soft    $               6,643.50
Bank Draft    $ 
Building/Maintenance Fund
Envelopes    $               3,073.00
Parish Soft    $       529.85
Bank Draft    $    1,605.00
New Parish Activity Center Fund
Envelopes    $        1,948.00
Parish Soft    $       264.28 
Children    $         50.00
Catholic University   $         20.00
Assumption of Mary   $         10.00

Total Received    $             28,696.13

Special Collections - Parish Soft Giving
Religious Education      Due September 22, 2024

Join Fr. Jason for a Pilgrimage in France
Join us on a pilgrimage to experience France! Lourdes, Paris, 

and Lisieux are all included, plus much more. Fr. Jason Palermo 
will be the spiritual director. Travel dates are October 14-25, 2024. 
Find out more at https://www.holytravels.org/frpalermofrance or 
call Magnificat Travel at 337-291-1933.

“Protecting what’s important to you. Call for a review”

Drew Dileo - Agent / Owner

225-246-7948
www.drewdileo.com

Associates
Accounting & Tax Service
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Termite & Pest Prevention

Chris Baker
Financial Advisor

14330 Wax Road, 101
Baton Rouge, LA 70818
225-261-5270

Retirement 
happens whether 
you're ready or not. 
Ready is better.
Let's map out your 
future together.
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> edwardjones.com  Member SIPC
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Ready is better.
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